CONCLUSION S

logical conclusions. Or if we must play the theological
game, let us never forget that it is a game. Religion, it
seems to me, can survive only as a consciously accepted
system of make-believe. People will accept certain
theological statements about life and the world, will
elect to perform certain rites and to follow certain rules
of conduct, not because they imagine the statements to
be true or the rules and rites to be divinely dictated,
but simply because they have discovered experimentally
that to live in a certain ritual rhythm, under certain
ethical restraints, and as if certain metaphysical
doctrines were true, is to live nobly, with style. Every
art has its conventions which every artist must accept.
The greatest, the most important of the arts is living.